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ing her father's carnations ibr the sake oi'her mother, slic must givr
up the heart 8f the man she loves to her hated and passionately loved
"friend." This is a poetic representation of the bi-sexual wavering of
puberty in its character of a repetition of the old relation to the
parents. Andrea dies amidst a tragic complication of her triangular
problems. It is interesting to note that the intuitive Mme. Michaelis
called her book The Child. Because of her sickness and proximity to
death, Andrea certainly was more childish than girls usually are at
her age; hence the repetition of the triangular situation of her
childhood has a more naive, childish, regressive character, and is
acted out very strongly and directly in her relation to her parents.
Normally this repetition in early puberty is less direct and less intense,
especially if the young girl has reached her sixteenth year of age.

Many tasks confront the young girl in puberty. In addition to the
still uncompleted task of resolving her .ties with her family, she must
free herself from too strong ties with other girls and break up the
new triangular situation in favour of the male. In contrast to the
circumstances of prepuberty, when all these emotional relations
were present, though in a less intense form, the situation in early
puberty is much sharper and surrounded by numerous dangers. The
sexual urges are strengthened but they still lack a direct goal. As a
result, all the relations are subject to the danger of sexualization.
The atmosphere of the home is much, more pregnant with conflicts
than during prepuberty, the period of na'ive protests and relations
with girl friends; the love for an older woman becomes disquieting
because of the sexual danger, and numerous internal and external
difficulties obstruct progress toward heterosexuality. In addition
to the numerous individual defence mechanisms formed previously,4
puberty-puts in operation methods that have a more general character
and that are of the greatest importance.

The ever more oppressive and unbearable situation in the parental
home creates in the child the need to be free and to belong to a
group different from the family. This can come about through the
child's joining a group composed of members of one sex or of both.
In the lower social strata, under the influence of youthful adven-
turousness, such a group can often assume the form of a disorderly
or even criminal gang. Yet it also can perform important functions
of social adjustment and facilitate solution of the individual problems
of youth by a coUectivist ideology. However, there is always the
danger that individual characteristics and emotional developments
will come off badly in this process. It is interesting- to note that in
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